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EARL JARRETT, CD, Hon, LL.D, JP 

 

Chairman, Jamaican Diaspora 
Foundation 

Luncheon Keynote Speaker                                                       

General Manager  

Jamaica National Building                                                         
Society (JNBS) 

 

 

 

Article Reprint:  

As Chairman of the Jamaican Diaspora Foundation, 

Mr. Jarrett is charged with identifying and leveraging 

resources through fundraising activities as well as 

innovative pursuits to support the work of the 

Jamaica Diaspora Institute (JDI). The JDI plays a 

critical role in engaging members of the Diaspora to 

focus on two important objectives. The first is 

maximizing the strategic value of the Diaspora to 

Jamaicaôs socio-economic development. The second 

THE HON. DR. FENTON FERGUSON, 

CD, DDS, FICD, MP 

 

Minister of Health, Jamaica 

Banquet Awards Keynote Speaker  

NAJASO 38
th
 Annual Convention Banquet & Awards Presentation 

 

L-R; Dr. Rudolph Willis, Dr. Fenton Ferguson, Dr. Robert Clarke  

Dr. Robert Clarke, NAJASO, Executive Vice President, 

presents book, NAJASO: A Catalyst for Change, to 

The Hon. Dr. Fenton Ferguson, Minister of Health, 

Jamaica as Dr. Rudolph Willis looks on following Dr. 

Fergusonôs speech at the 6
th
 Biennial Jamaica Diaspora 

Conference in Montego Bay, Jamaica, June 15, 2015.   

Dr. Ferguson spoke on the topic óJamaica and the 

Diaspora Partnership for Health Transformationô. 

During the session Minister Ferguson acknowledged the 

significant support of the Diaspora for Healthcare in 

Jamaica and invited the Diaspora to consolidate, expand 

and align their future support to priority areas for 

Healthcare transformations in Jamaica. A focus was 

placed on the need for collaboration of healthcare 

institutions, foundations, and missions in the Diaspora 

for support in specialized areas such as cancer, 

oncology, biomedical services, hypertension 
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is facilitating the empowerment of the members of the 

Diaspora to grow and prosper. 

As Mr. Jarrett states, the value of the Diaspora 

engagement to the Jamaican economy is substantial. 

This is particularly evident in the area of business 

where the country has experienced investments in 

shipping, container management, agriculture, and 

technology which have been stimulated in large 

measure, through networks developed at these 

conferences. 

___________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________ 

In the area of philanthropy, many Jamaicans overseas 

continue to support their communities and national 

charitable efforts, locally. Of significance too is the 

effort to connect second and third generation 

Jamaicans to their heritage; and in that regard, the 

work of Dr. Tony Sewell of Generating Genius, the 

Grace Kennedy Birthright Project and the Jamaica 

Diaspora Instituteôs Youth Connect Project have 

introduced many younger Jamaicans to their heritage, 

thereby extending the reach of óProject Diasporaô into 

the future beyond the initial expectations. 

These Jamaican Diaspora institutions have also 

helped to strengthen the identity of Jamaicans 

overseas and locally, by supporting and celebrating 

the success of Jamaicans globally.  

Through all of this, at the atomic level, the Jamaican 

Diaspora continues to support families at home 

through remittance inflows and visits to relatives in 

Jamaica. It is clear that if we quantified the value of the 

financial inflows from the Diaspora and compared it to 

the output of Jamaica, the Diaspora would probably 

represent the largest component of Jamaican 

investment.  

It is therefore, within this context that one of the 

objectives of the Jamaican Diaspora Foundation is to 

stimulate and encourage research, to properly 

calculate the worth of the Diaspora input, so that 

appropriate policies can be shaped around the 

Diaspora; and, to achieve the objectives outlined in 

2003.ǃ 
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ǒ Barry Bonitto (deceased, July 9, 2015), a long-standing member 

and supporter of NAJASO, while residing in both Canada and 

Jamaica.  He served in a number of capacities including as an officer in 

NAJASO-Jamaica.  He fought a valiant battle with diabetes, heart 

condition, and finally cancer, to which he lost his battle this morning in 

Toronto, while still in the prime of his life. Although many NAJASO 

members may not know him personally, his work with NAJASO both in the 

US and Jamaica is quite notable.   Plans are underway for a Memorial 

Service in Canada prior to burial in Jamaica.  
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cardiovascular, maternal and neonatal care as well as 

pandemics such as Ebola. Strategies for utilizing the 

New Health For Life and Wellness Foundation 

established by the Ministry of Health under the 

Charities Act as a facilitator for sending and receiving 

Diaspora donations for Healthcare was incorporated 

into the discussion.ǃ 

MINISTRY OF HEALTH and MINISTRY 

OF EDUCATION , JAMAICA  ð NOTES  

Contributor, NAJASO, Public Relations Office 

ǒCreation of an Advisory Body on Diaspora Affairs in 

the Ministry of Health was established to streamline 

medical missions. The Advisory Body comprises of 

members from the Ministry of Health, University 

Hospital of the West Indies, Nurses Association of 

Jamaica, Spectrum Authority, the Jamaica Diaspora 

Institute (JDI) as well as Diaspora representatives from 

the UK, USA and Canada. 

ǒThe Jamaica Diaspora Institute (JDI) conducted a 

Baseline Study to estimate the dollar value of the 

Diaspora contribution to healthcare and education 

sectors in Jamaica. It showed that an estimated 

US$10 million was contributed by the Diaspora for 

health and education over a three year period ending 

in 2014. 

ǒUp to mid-2014 over 430 Blood Pressure Machines 

have been donated.ǃ  

JAMAICAN AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 

OF BUFFALO (JAAB) DONATES  4000 

PATIENT ID BANDS  TO ST . ANN 

HOSPITAL  

Contributor, NAJASO Public Relations Office 
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(NAJASO)  National Association of Jamaican and 
Supportive Organizations, Inc. (NAJASO) is a non-profit, 
tax-exempt umbrella Association of Jamaicans and Supporters 
throughout the United States and internationally. NAJASO was 
founded July 4, 1977, when representatives of Jamaican groups 
from across the United States of America met in Washington, DC, 
and launched the national body to address immediate problems 
which primarily affected their communities in the United States.   
 

 

NAJASO 38
th

 Annual Con vention  

Banquet & Awards Schedule , 

July 16 -18
th

, 2015
  

 

 

ǄǄǄǄǄǄǄǄǄǄǄǄǄǄǄǄǄǄǄǄǄǄǄǄǄǄǄǄǄǄ 
 
 
Thursday, July 16: Formal Opening Ceremony 
 
Followed by Welcome Party & DJ Entertainment 
Donation: $45.00 
 
 
 

Friday, July 17: Business Luncheon & Guest 
Speaker 
 
Mr. Earl Jarrett, CD, Hon. LLD, JP, FCA, MSc 
General Manager, Jamaica National Building Society (JNBS) 
Donation for Luncheon: $55.00 
 
 
 

Friday, July 17: All-Day Seminars & Workshops 
 
Business, Education and Medical topics 
Marcus Garvey Workshop 
 
 

Friday, July 17: Boat Ride: Good Times III Cruise 
Ship; Boarding @ 8:00pm; Departs @ 9:00pm 
Donation:  - $35.00 per/person 
 
Contacts for ticket information: 
Kameika Bruce (216) 308-4998; Delroy Bryan (216) 381-1273 
NAJASO Mid-West VP; Veita Dennis (313) 862-4557 
 

Saturday, July 18: Banquet & Awards Presentation 
 
Keynote Speaker: Dr. Fenton Ferguson, CD, DDS, FICD, MP 
Minister of Health, Jamaica 
Band/Entertainment: Jah Messengerõs Reggae Band  
Donation: $80.00 per person / $150 couples Above caption L-R; Mr. Leo Garel, CEO, Radcliffe Walters, (Fmr. Custos 

rotulorum), and Mrs. Dennis, Administrator examine patient identification 
bands donated by JAAB/NAJASO.  Ocho Rios and Buffalo have been sister 
cities since 2008.  
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Purchase your tickets at the Convention Registration Desk by 7/16 Deadline  
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